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But on the messengers of France
Were very goodly cups bestowed.
The others then their patience bode.58

PHILIP'S PERFIDY

Now shall ye hear the great discord.

Recorded then and afterward.

The which the king of France did do.

For he, 'twould seem, sent message to                                     920

King Tancred very secretly

(I know not what he hoped thereby)

To do what seemed good in his sight

And that he should defend his right 5

That he of France would never make

War upon him for England's sake.

That he to Tancred aid did swear.

If this was so, ill did it fare.

History doth not guarantee

That he contrived such villainy,                                                 930

But true or not, people averred

As truth that he had sent such word.59

Those who had got no cups retraced

Their footsteps in the greatest haste j

Their message held in mind and learned,

Back to Messina they returned.

King Richard then was occupied
In building, with great joy and pride,
58 The Itmerarium (p. 167) says that Tancred gave gold cups to the French envoys,
but not so much as an egg to the envoys of Richard.
59 The Gesta (II, 159-61), Roger of Hoveden (III, 98-100), and Richard of
Devizes (p. 403) have a long account of plot and counterplot. Richard and Tancred
had an interview at Catania at which Tancred showed Richard letters from Philip
plotting against the English monarch* Richard was furious j but Philip flatly denied
the authorship of the letters, and an agreement was finally reached between them
through the agency of the count of Flanders. Philip agreed to free Richard of his
obligation to marry Alice of France, and surrendered to him the lordship of Gisors in
return for the payment by Richard of 2,000 marks of silver each year for five years.